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TRUMBULL HOUSING AUTHORITY 
April 22, 2013 

 
The Trumbull Housing Authority met for a regular meeting on Monday, April 22, 2013 in the Community 
Hall of Stern Village, 200 Hedgehog Circle.   
 
Members Present:  Thelma Burr, Suzanne Donofrio and Linda Nassrah  
 
Also Present:  Harriet Polansky, Acting Director and Attorney Darrin Callahan 
 
Tonight’s meeting was chaired by Suzanne Donofrio.   
 
The following is a brief summary of the meeting. 
 
A quorum being present, the Chairperson called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.       
 
The first order of business was the Election of Officers.   
 
Office of Chairperson 
 
MOTION MADE (Burr) and seconded (Nassrah) for the nomination of Suzanne Donofrio for the office of 
Chairperson.  There being no further nominations, Suzanne Donofrio unanimously elected Chairperson 
of the Board of Directors of the Trumbull Housing Authority.   
 
Office of Vice-Chairperson 
 
MOTION MADE (Burr) and seconded (Donofrio) for the nomination of Linda Nassrah for the office of 
Vice-Chairperson.  There being no further nominations, Linda Nassrah unanimously elected Vice-
Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the Trumbull Housing Authority.   
 
Office of Treasurer 
 
MOTION MADE (Nassrah) and seconded (Donofrio) for the nomination of Thelma Burr for the office of 
Treasurer.  There being no further nominations, Thelma Burr unanimously elected Treasurer of the 
Trumbull Housing Authority.   
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
MOTION MADE (Burr), seconded (Nassrah) and unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the 
January 29, 2013, February 26, 2013 and April 1, 2013 meetings, as presented.   
 
Executive Director Report 
 
Harriet Polansky reported as follows.   
 
Sean Hopper has chosen the beautification of the grounds surrounding the Community Center as his 
Eagle Scout project.  Sean will be raising money to landscape the Stern Village grounds with flowers and 
bushes.        
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A community garden is currently in the process of being coordinated.   A representative from UCONN 
will be here on May 2nd to assist in the set up.  The number of plots will depend on the extent of the 
interest level shown.  Residents who wish to work and maintain one of the plots were asked to add their 
names to the sign-up sheet.   
 
The Director informed that the new policy, relative to background checks, will procure criminal and 
credit checks from a national data base instead of just Connecticut only.  
 
The high cost, along with other issues, for the cable service provided by Charter Communications is 
being addressed by Attorney Callahan.   
 
Mr. Callahan informed that he has made direct contact with a representative from Charter who is in a 
position to review the terms of the current agreement.  He is currently in discussion to see if there is any 
leeway that would allow for certain areas to be renegotiated.   
 
The Director then recapped the issues discussed at last Tuesday’s tea.   
 
Representatives from the Fire Marshal’s office, the Police Department and EMS were in attendance to 
discuss safety issues.   
 
The representative from the Fire Marshal’s office advised that most of the smoke alarms in the Village 
will need to be replaced, as they exceed the alarm’s ten year lifespan.   
 
The EMS Director addressed the proper handling of medical emergencies.  Residents were made aware 
of the very strong collaboration between Stern Village and EMS.    
 
The generator that will service the Community Room will be installed within the next few weeks. 
 
Residents will be instructed on the protocol to be taken when power is lost.  Courses will also be held for 
both residents and staff on the use of the defibrillator machine and the administering of CPR.    
 
We are also in the process of formalizing a neighborhood watch under the guidance of the Police 
Department.     
 
The Director of Nursing will be evaluating the medical needs of residents and make certain that they are 
receiving the services available to them.     
 
The inspection of apartments is underway.  Residents were made aware that if a health, safety or 
cleanliness issue is found the unit will be re-inspected to make sure the problem has been corrected.     
 
We are working on obtaining funding for priority maintenance projects.   
 
Upcoming events included a trip to the Milford Mall (4/26).  On May 1st the First Selectman will be at 
Stern Village to proclaim May as Senior Citizens Month.  On May 3rd we will be having a special Mother’s 
Day event.  On May 9th State Representative David Ritugliano will be here providing information on the 
issues being discussed in Hartford as they pertain to Stern Village.   
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The Tenants Association will be having elections and the Director indicated that she will be working very 
closely with their Executive Board.  
 
Public Comment 
 
Dan Cronin spoke representing the Tenants Association.  Three points were brought to the Board’s 
attention.   
 
It was suggested that the agenda item identified as Old Business be changed to Unfinished Business to 
comply with Robert’s Rules of Order.  
 
Mr. Cronin requested that action be taken on illegally parked vehicles.          
 
A copy of the financial report was also requested.    
 
Victor Vallario and Gus Aquino brought to the Board’s attention that there are pets being kept in some 
units in violation of the terms of the lease.  Mr. Vallario and Mr. Aquino indicated that the animals are 
creating sanitary problems on the grounds of the complex.   
 
Attorney Callahan informed that Connecticut laws allow for companion dogs and cats under certain 
circumstances and that Federal and State laws would preempt any lease agreements.   The Director 
agreed to look into whether the tenants involved meet with ADA companion pet requirements.    
 
Joy Meehan stated that she is in the process of obtaining signatures to have the Congregate’s previous 
caterer brought back.  Ms. Meehan was advised that that the catering change was due to the substantial 
cost savings offered by the current vendor.   
 
Gus Aquino suggested that a police and EMS substation be placed in the Village.       
 
At this point, a motion was made by Suzanne Donofrio and seconded by Linda Nassrah to enter into 
Executive Session to hold discussion on personnel issues and pending litigation.  The motion was 
unanimously carried and the Board, along with Attorney Callahan and Harriet Polansky entered into 
Executive Session at 7:50 p.m.  
 
Upon motion made by Commissioner Donofrio and seconded by Linda Nassrah the Board of Directors 
exited Executive Session and the Regular Meeting was reconvened at 8:30 p.m.   
 
The discussion moved again to the issue of the cable service.  Attorney Callahan reiterated that he has 
made initial contact with the representative from Charter Communications and will now work to see if 
any of their issues can be addressed.     
 
Upon inquiry regarding the issue of illegal parking, the Director informed that when these instances are 
observed the police are called and the vehicles have been moved.   
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There being no further business to discuss a motion was made by Commissioner Burr and seconded by 
Commissioner Nassrah to adjourn.  The April 22, 2013 meeting of the Trumbull Housing Authority 
adjourned at 8:45 p.m. with unanimous consent.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Helen Granskog 
Clerk 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 
 
 
   
 
   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


