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Trumbull Nature Commission
Wednesday, January 20, 2016
7:00 pm
Nichols Room, Trumbull Town Hall

Present: Vice-Chairman Nancy Gottschalk; Commissioners Barbara Pezzullo, Nancy Wentworth, Jeffrey
Kunkel

Also present: TNAC Directors - Kevin Malone, Giovanni Amore, Sheryl Baumann, and Scot Kerr

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Gottschalk, followed by the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Public Comment
No public comment.

Past Minutes
Motion was made by Mr. Kunkel, seconded by Mrs. Wentworth, to approve the minutes of November
18, 2015 as written. Approved unanimously.

Report from Board of Directors of TNAC
Mr. Malone reviewed his report to the Commission noting the following:
1. Thank you to everyone who helped to prepare the Annual Report. A draft copy was distributed
to the Commission for review.
2. Total program participants for 2015 were approximately 1887; 2014 participants were 1334.
3. Field trips increased in 2015 to 880; 2014 had 440.
Focus is on field trips and scouting and both areas are growing in number. Mr. Malone noted he
is now certified to conduct two merit badges for the Boy Scouts.
5. One Book One Town was discussed. Last year was the first year they participated. TNAC has
been asked to participate again this year. The book chosen is All the Light You Cannot See.
TNAC will be conducting a geocoding program led by Richard White and have a mini garden.
The permit has been secured for the geocoding program through Parks and Rec. Grant money
will be used from the Library for expenses.
6. TNAC is looking forward to working with the new Commission.

Old Business
1. Long Hill Garden Club Activities — Mrs. Pezzullo questioned what TNAC would like the Garden
Club to do for them. Mr. Malone noted TNAC has had two master planning meetings and have
identified projects that could be appealing to the Garden Club. The Center would like to
develop a meadow habitat restoration project whereby the area to the left of the driveway
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would be restored as a meadow. They are looking for sponsors and the Garden Club would be a
good resource as would some of the other landscape developers. The Center is also looking to
place additional signage on the property that would include something for the meadow. Mrs.
Baumann also noted they are looking for volunteers to help maintain the gardens. All
volunteers would be placed into a rotating schedule and the Garden Club could be a part of this
group. Another suggestion was planting an oak tree on the property. Mrs. Pezzullo asked about
the possibility of the Garden Club doing lessons for the community as they do this for other
organizations in town. This was felt to be a good idea also.

Mr. Kunkel brought up the idea of adult education classes to be held at the Center. Lengthy
discussion was held regarding these types of activities at the Center. It was pointed out by Mr.
Malone that the building is a town building used as a nature center and the 501c3 is an outside
organization that uses the building for the purpose. The 501c3 does not make decisions as to
how the building is utilized; that is the town’s responsibility. One of the charges of the Nature
Commission is to develop guidelines that would cover this type of request but they still under
development. Mr. Malone also noted the Nature Commission manages the property and TNAC
is responsible for the programs. The Commission is charged with overseeing the nature and arts
programs in the building. Mr. Malone presented at a previous meeting a draft guideline to
cover requests from outside organizations.

Center Mascot — Mrs. Baumann noted a name the butterfly contest could be incorporated into
the Earth Day event. She will work on the details.

Master Plan for the Center — Mr. Malone noted several projects were discussed including the
garage but because of the uncertainty of the long term use of the property, they will not move
forward with some projects until that is determined.

New Business

1.

Election of Chairman — Mrs. Pezzullo nominated Nancy Gottschalk as Chairman of the Nature
Commission. Nomination seconded by Mrs. Wentworth and approved unanimously. Mrs.
Wentworth nominated Barbara Pezzullo as Vice-Chair of the Nature Commission. Nomination
seconded by Mr. Kunkel and approved unanimously.

Budget Meeting Update — Mrs. Gottschalk noted she and Mr. Malone met with Mr. Herbst, Lynn
Arnow and Marie Pires to review the budget request for the next fiscal year. A building
maintenance list was given to the town which included safety and security issues. A meeting is
scheduled with the Board of Finance on February 16, 2016 at 9:00 am for their review of the
budget. The current budget covers utilities and clerk fees.

Location of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center — Members of the TNAC felt the current location
is very suitable for the purpose of what they do now. The location is more than suitable until
the town has a better use for the property and at that time, a location change would be
addressed.

Discussion of policies — It was noted that Mrs. Arnow will be doing more research on policies
and will bring them to Mr. Herbst for discussion.



Trumbull Nature Commission - January 20, 2016

Next Meeting
Due to budget constraints, the Commission will meet on February 17, 2016 and at that time determine
the remaining meeting dates through June 2016.

Adjournment
Motion was made by Mrs. Wentworth, seconded by Mrs. Pezzullo, to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm.

Approved unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk



