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Trumbull Nature Commission
Wednesday, November 18, 2015
7:00 pm
Long Hill Conference Room, Trumbull Town Hall

Present: Chairman Genevive Molgard, Barbara Pezzullo, Nancy Wentworth, Nancy Gottschalk, Jeffrey
Kunkel

Also Present: Kevin Malone, Giovanni Amore, Cheryl Baumann

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by the Chairman, Mrs. Molgard, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Public Comment
No public comment.

Past Minutes
Motion was made by Mrs. Gottschalk, seconded by Mrs. Wentworth, to approve the minutes of October
20, 2015 as written.

Report from Board of Directors of TNAC
Mr. Malone reviewed his report to the Commission noting the following:

1. Programs and Events: Field trip to Middlebrooks Elementary School with approximately 80
students; fall walk led by Mark Ceneri (most field trips within Trumbull will be conducted by Mr.
Ceneri who is a contracted professional); animal program; a night hike, hike in the Valley co-
sponsored by the Historical Society; Thanksgiving craft activity. Mr. Malone noted there are not
many programs this time of year but they will pick up in the Spring.

2. Mr. Malone presented the Certificate of Liability Insurance as requested. Mr. Kunkel asked if the
town was included as additionally insured. Mr. Malone will find out as it may only need to be
for specific events.

3. Financial reports were reviewed by Mr. Malone and Mr. Amore from 1/1/15 through 10/31/15
as requested. Specific discussion was held regarding the donations to the organization.

4. Mrs. Baumann reviewed the Summary of TNAC Publicity Procedures. Specifically discussed were
the flyers distributed and the approval process prior to distribution. The website was discussed
noting that it is Homestead through Intuit. This is web-based so any administrator can access it
to update. This also includes the ability to sign up and pay for programs on line with credit
cards. The e-newsletter has 519 subscribers. This is sent out with the flyers and sometimes for
a particular event. TNAC subscribes to three publications. A list of local outlets was reviewed
where they post information. Facebook and Twitter are also other options for communication
to the public. Mrs. Baumann also presented a book with press releases and some thank you
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letters to donors. She noted the digital backpack was discussed at the last meeting but that is
restricted to the PTA. However, they can use it at times. Mrs. Gottschalk complimented the
work done and noted she appreciates what is being done and how organized it is.

Old Business

1.
2.

Mr. Malone presented paperwork on campfire safety procedures.

Mr. Malone presented a policy written to cover any outside organization that wants to have an
event on the grounds that is not run by the center. A check list is included as well as other
information regarding what is required. Mr. Malone spoke regarding a recent request which
was handled by the town resulting in a hold harmless agreement being signed.

Mr. Malone sent an email to the town asking for contact information so that TNAC has the
proper information to coordinate plowing, utilities, maintenance, etc. in the future.

An Eagle Scout has contacted TNAC looking for a project. His decided to do a tick prevention
program which would include brochures with information, tick repellant plants and information
on how to maintain the area to minimize ticks. This will be centered around the playground
area and will be a project for the warmer months.

Mrs. Gottschalk asked if TNAC had a mascot. Unofficially it was thought to be the butterfly
because of the butterfly garden. She suggested a contest to make this more official. It was
noted the monarch butterflies are increasing in number and that some places are working to
encourage them to stop by making their area a way station for them. This does take a lot of
work to do.

Mr. Malone noted the Master Plan Committee is meeting this week to review projects for the
facility both inside and outside. Mr. Kunkel asked if TNAC considered an outdoor restroom for
their events. Mr. Malone noted they had but a port-a-potty would need to be sheltered
because of vandals and anything permanent is very costly.

The Long Hill Garden Club would like to work with the Nature Center on projects.

Mrs. Wentworth called Lynn Arnow regarding information pertinent to the Nature Center but
did not receive a call back prior to the meeting.

New Business

The student leadership group is planning holiday activities.

Mr. Kunkel requested that Lynn Arnow be invited to the next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 20, 2016 at 7:00 pm. The Commission approved

that meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of the month.
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Adjournment

There being no further business, motion was made by Mrs. Gottschalk, seconded by Mr. Kunkel, to
adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk

These minutes are considered a draft until approved by the Trumbull Nature Commission at their next
meeting.



