Senior Citizen Commission Meeting - December 18, 2015

Trumbull Senior Citizen Commission
December 18, 2015
10:00 am
Long Hill Conference Room

The Senior Citizen Commission of the Town of Trumbull held a scheduled meeting on December 18,
2015 in the Long Hill Conference Room of the Trumbull Town Hall.

Members Present: Chairperson, Rachel Yahwak; Vice Chairperson, Ron Foligno; Commissioners Roberta
Bellows, Dorothy Merritt, Dee Chiota, Amy DeZenzo, Maureen Gordon and Gail D’Elia. Jean Fereira
(10:55 am)

Absent: Evelyn Wiezner

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Mrs. Yahwak followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Comment
No public comment.

Elections
Mrs. Bellows nominated Mrs. Chiota for the position of Secretary. Nomination seconded by Mrs.
DeZenzo. Approved unanimously.

Mrs. Yahwak nominated Mr. Foligno for the position of Vice-Chairman. Nomination seconded by Mrs.
Bellows. Approved unanimously.

Mr. Foligno nominated Mrs. Yahwak for the position of Chairman. Nomination seconded by Mrs.
DeZenzo. Approved unanimously.

Executive Session

Mrs. Yahwak moved to enter into Executive Session at 10:08 am for a personnel matter. Attendees
included Mrs. Yahwak, Mr. Foligno, Mrs. Bellows, Ms. Merritt, Mrs. Chiota, Mrs. DeZenzo, Mrs. Gordon,
Mrs. D’Elia, First Selectman Timothy Herbst and Chief of Staff Lynn Arnow. Motion was made by Mrs.
DeZenzo to end the Executive Session at 10:55 am. Seconded by Mrs. Yahwak and approved
unanimously.

Ms. Fereira entered the meeting at 10:55 am.
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Past Minutes
Motion was made by Mrs. DeZenzo, seconded by Mrs. D’Elia to approve the minutes of November 20,
2015 as written. Approved unanimously.

Secretary’s Report
Mrs. Chiota had no report.

Chairman’s Report

Mrs. Yahwak noted that Joan Mehlhorn is no longer a member of the Commission. A thank you will be
sent to her for all her help. A replacement will be needed. Mrs. Gordon would like to be considered for
the position. The new individual would become an alternate. Mrs. Chiota will present this option to the
First Selectman.

A budget preparation meeting was held with Ms. Fereira.

Kitchen Update — Allan White, an architect and Mrs. Arnow visited the Senior Center about a week ago.
Mr. White stated they are hoping to put the kitchen project out to bid by the end of January.

Ms. Merritt updated the Commission on programs. She noted the presenter scheduled for the February
program is not prepared. A photography program is being looked into. Anyone with ideas should
contact Ms. Merritt. Discussion was held regarding trips. Trips to the Trade Center and Ellis Island were
discussed. Anyone with ideas should contact Mrs. DeZenzo.

The Christmas party was a success with 100 seniors in attendance. Having the event catered was great.

The name on the plaque is being worked on. Contact will be made with the family for the presentation.

Bylaws revision was discussed by Mrs. Bellows. The original document cannot be found on the town
computer. She noted only the number needs to be changed from 60 to 55 which can be done by hand.

Mrs. Yahwak noted the next meeting of the Senior Center/Community Center/Library Study Building
Committee will be on January 7. The committee has been charged to present a plan within 60 days as
the First Selectman would like to break ground in 2016.

Programs for January include the Birthday Party, Bingo, Lunch and a Movie. Ms. Fereira noted a new
classic line dance class has been added.

Director’s Report
Ms. Fereira reviewed the budget. She noted membership is up since everyone has become aware of the
new focus on the Senior Center.
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Ms. Fereira noted she would like to go out into the community and provide information about the
Senior Center. Several suggestions for outreach possibilities were discussed.

A volunteer will be doing the newsletter in the future.

Information regarding the age change from 60 to 55 should be distributed. Several suggestions for
dissemination of this information were discussed.

New activities were discussed. These activities will be booked for a six week period. Suggestions for
programs were made which include scrapbooking, genealogy and a Victorian Tea.

Social Service has taken care of the families in need with the donation from the Senior Commission. The
Center will be closed on December 24, December 25 and New Year’s Day.

Mrs. DeZenzo thanked Ms. Fereira for her work on the party.

Old Business
No additional Old Business to discuss.

New Business
No New Business.

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Commission will be on Friday, January 22 at 10:00 am.

Adjournment
Motion was made by Mrs. Chiota, seconded by Ms. Merritt to adjourn the meeting at 11:33 am.

Approved unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk

These minutes are considered a draft until approved at the next meeting of the Senior Citizen
Commission.



