Senior Citizen Commission Meeting - June 26, 2015

Trumbull Senior Citizen Commission
June 26, 2015
10:00 am
Long Hill Conference Room

The Senior Citizen Commission of the Town of Trumbull held a scheduled meeting on June 26, 2015 in
the Long Hill Conference Room of the Trumbull Town Hall.

Members Present: Chairperson, Rachel Yahwak; Vice Chairperson, Ron Foligno; Commissioners Roberta
Bellows, Dorothy Merritt, Amy DeZenzo, Dee Chiota, Joan Mehlhorn and Gail D’Elia

Also present: Senior Center Director, Jean Fereira
Absent: Commissioner Maureen Gordon
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Mrs. Yahwak followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Executive Session

Mrs. Yahwak made a motion at 10:00 am to enter into Executive Session to discuss the supplemental
budget. Seconded by Mrs. DeZenzo and approved unanimously. Members present were Rachel
Yahwak, Ron Foligno, Roberta Bellows, Dorothy Merritt, Amy DeZenzo, Dee Chiota, Joan Mehlhorn and
Gail D’Elia. Mrs. Chiota made a motion to exit the Executive Session at 10:37 am. Seconded by Mrs.
Mehlhorn and approved unanimously.

Public Comment
No public comment.

Past Minutes
Motion was made by Mrs. DeZenzo, seconded by Mrs. Bellows, to approve the minutes of May 22, 2015,
as written. Unanimous.

Secretary’s Report

Mrs. Chiota noted there is still a vacancy on the commission. This individual will need to be a democrat
or independent as the commission has the maximum number of republicans it can have. Mrs. Bellows
provided a name for consideration and Mrs. Chiota will contact this individual.

Chairman’s Report
Mrs. Yahwak noted the library is having a meeting on July 16 which is a focus group for the new facility.
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The kitchen update has been discussed with the First Selectman who noted the project would be
brought to the Town Council in July to approve the funds. The resolution has been prepared. The
kitchen will be fixed so that it is up to code. Mrs. DeZenzo noted she has contacted Mr. Herbst
regarding this project but he has not returned her call. She will contact Vazzy’s once everything is
approved by the Town Council. Mrs. Yahwak noted the kitchen will be designed so that it can be
transferred to the new facility when it is built.

The TV is scheduled for pick-up soon.

The Senior Center/Library/Community Center Committee will meet every two weeks. The discussion is
now focusing on the location of the facility. Ms. Fereira will be attending the next meeting to discuss
what she currently has in her center and what she would like to have at the new facility. Mr. Foligno,
Mrs. Yahwak and Ms. Fereira prepared a survey to be distributed to the seniors. This may be done
through Survey Monkey or the newsletter. The survey asks what type of building the seniors would like.
Mrs. Chiota asked if a pool has been considered and Mrs. Yahwak noted it has been part of the
discussion. Mrs. Yahwak noted the library would like to remain in its current location. However, the
senior center will need to be completely redone. Mrs. Yahwak stated parcels of land within Trumbull
are being reviewed. Social Services will be discussed as part of the new senior center as it services some
of the same individuals.

Membership renewal is going well. Ms. Fereira noted 160 seniors who use the transportation service.
Additional assistance with membership may not be necessary because of the new system in place. Ms.
Fereira noted some of the other centers are raising their membership fees and adding fees for their
transportation requests. Only Trumbull residents will be picked up to bring to the center. Many

veterans use this service also.

Health Fair meetings will start in July. Mr. Foligno is the Chairman. A meeting will be held on July 14,
2015 at 10:00 am at the Senior Center to start preparations.

Lunch at Marnix will be held on July 13. GBTA will be providing transportation.

Wheel of Fortune will be held on July 22 sponsored by Home Instead Senior Care at 1:00 pm.

Steel band entertainment will be held on July 16 at 11:30 am.

The Function Room tiles were discussed. Ms. Fereira noted this is being addressed. It was noted the
tables, chairs and floors are a mess. The town is responsible for the repairs to the floor. New tables and

chairs are a necessity which would require going through a bid process.

AARP will be providing a driving course on July 17.
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Mrs. Yahwak and Ms. Fereira will be making a presentation to Stern Village regarding the use of the
GBTA busses. This is part of the grant received by the town that is administered by Ms. Fereira. The
administration at Stern Village was not using the busses appropriately even though a procedure for the
village had been written and presented to the prior Executive Director when the grant was first received.
Mrs. Polansky, Executive Director of Stern Village, will be administering trips appropriately for residents
now that she is aware of the procedure. This presentation will be made on July 21 at 11:00 am at Stern
Village. Residents will, at that time, be instructed how to use the system for transportation requests.
Ms. Fereira noted the grant is for $47,000 with $17,000 allocated to Stern Village. This is a matching
grant for the Senior Center and it is for adult seniors within the Town of Trumbull.

Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Fereira noted the Alzheimer’s presentation will be held on September 4, 2015 from 10:45 to 11:45
am. An invitation will be extended to the community. She noted funds may be required to provide
refreshments unless she has a sponsor. It was moved by Mrs. Bellows that if Ms. Fereira is unable to
procure any funds for the presentation in September, the commission discuss and decide how much to
give her. Seconded by Mrs. DeZenzo. Discussion. Mrs. Bellows amended her motion to state that if the
necessary funds are not obtained from an outside source, $100-5$150 be approved to cover the cost.
Seconded by Mrs. Mehlhorn and approved unanimously.

A new cleaning service has been contracted by the town. They will come in after hours. Ms. Fereira will
discuss the contract with Mr. White so that the volunteer at the center does not duplicate work.

Additional discussion was held regarding the Stern Village GBTA busses. Ms. Fereira noted they are
entitled to the money because we include their numbers in the grant information. In addition, the GBTA
has eliminated bus routes to Stern Village so the residents are in need of this transportation. Ms.
Fereira also noted that some additional funds have been extended to the assisted living facilities for bus
trips on day a month. Discussion. Mrs. Yahwak noted this situation needs to be handled and that these
facilities should be contacted and met with regarding the bus. Mrs. Chiota suggested the supplemental
appropriation be put on hold until this situation is resolved.

Old Business
Tax credits were discussed. This will go into effect on July 1, 2015. Exact wording is being worked on for
the application. Many people are interested in applying for this program.

New Business
No new business.

Adjournment
Motion was made by Mrs. Mehlhorn, seconded by Ms. Merritt to adjourn the meeting at 11:27 am.
Unanimous.
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Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Crandall
Clerk

These minutes are considered a draft until approved at the next meeting of the Senior Citizen
Committee.



