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TOWN COUNCIL 

Town of Trumbull 
CONNECTICUT 

www.trumbull-ct.gov 

 
TOWN HALL  TELEPHONE 
Trumbull           (203) 452-5000 

 
MARCH 7, 2016 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the regular meeting of the Town Council to order at 8:02 p.m. All 

present joined in a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. The Chair asked all present to 

remember former First Lady Nancy Reagan and Mary Zamary, grandmother of First Selectman Timothy 

Herbst, both of whom recently passed away. 

 

The clerk called the roll and recorded it as follows: 

Present:  Edna Colucci   Joe Pifko  Mark LeClair 

  Donna Seidell   Matt Caron   Ann Marie Evangelista 

  Bill Mecca   Carl Massaro, Jr. Mary Beth Thornton 

  Dawn Cantafio  Lori Rosasco-Schwartz 

  Thomas Whitmoyer  Mark Block     

Enrico Costantini  Tony Scinto    

  Richard Kascak, Jr.   Michael London   

 

Absent:  Jack Testani, Jason Marsh, Vincent DiMasi, Jr., and Lisa Valenti 

 

Also 

Present:  Chief of Staff Lynn Arnow, Director of Finance Maria Pires, Director of Public   

  Works John Marsilio, Director of Parks & Recreation Stuart McCarthy, Director   

  of Libraries Susan Horton, Senior/Community Center & Library Study and   

  Building Committee members, Daniel Marconi Co-Chairman, Jeanine Stouder,   

  Joseph Costa Director of the THA Harriett Polanski 

              

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

 One Book One Town: Ms. Horton stated the TLS is once again hosting the One Book, One Town 

program. The book chosen this year is entitled All The Light We Cannot See written by Anthony 

Doerr. (See the attached program pamphlet). Ms. Horton extended her gratitude for the 

opportunity of serving this community as Director of Libraries. The Chair extended his gratitude 

for her service and stated Ms. Horton will retire as of June 30th of this year and will be relocating 

to Arizona. 

 

Moved by London, seconded by LeClair to take item #12 out of order. 

VOTE: Motion passed unanimously. 
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1. RESOLUTION TC26-42: Moved by London, seconded by LeClair. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the appointment by the First Selectman of Frank Squiccimaro of 15 

Echo Hill Road, be and the same is hereby approved as a member of the Golf Commission for a 

term extending to the first Monday of 2018.  

 

Mr. Squiccimaro of 15 Echo Hill Road was present and indicated he is an unaffiliated voter. He 

and his family moved to Trumbull in 2014. He had been asked to serve on a focus group at the 

library and enjoyed his service there. He saw an opening for the Golf Commission and thought 

this would be a perfect fit based on his prior position in the golf industry. Mr. Squiccimaro is a 

stay at home father and is looking forward to serving his community. 

 

Moved by Scinto, seconded by London to amend by inserting the word December. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 12-2-2 (AGAINST: Cantafio and Thornton) (ABSTENTION: 

Whitmoyer and Mecca) 

VOTE: ADOPTED as amended 12-2-2 (AGAINST: Cantafio and Thornton) (ABSTENTION: 

Whitmoyer and Mecca) 

 

 Building Committee Update: (See Attached Quarterly Report). Each team member gave a brief 

review of the attached report. At the conclusion of the report Co-Chairman Pifko announced the 

Island Brook Park site previously recommended by the committee has been deemed unsuitable 

due to the fact that the building would serve as a class I shelter, which is not permissible within 

the a 100-year flood plain. Therefore, the site cannot be considered for this project. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: (See Attached) 

  

2. RESOLUTION 26-31: Moved by Block, seconded by London to read the title of the Town CIP 

Bond Resolution in its entirety and to waive the reading of the remainder of the resolution, 

incorporating its full text into the minutes of this meeting. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

 

Moved by London, seconded by Block to adopt the resolution as introduced.  

APPROPRIATING $5,080,000 FOR THE TRUMBULL (TOWN) CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PLAN 2016-2017 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF $5,080,000 BONDS OF THE TOWN 

TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE 

MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE” (Full Resolution 

Attached) 

 

Committee Report: The Finance Committee met on February 29, 2016, voted to amend three times 

and as amended unanimously. The net recommendation of the Finance Committee was to increase 

the bond by $75,000. 

 

Moved by Schwartz, seconded by London to reallocate funds by restoring $250,000 for the Indian 

Ledge playground and to reduce by $250,000 the New Senior/Community Center-Design. 

This amendment represents no change in the bond amount. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.  

 

Ms. Thornton questioned the validity of this resolution since it was before the BOF as $7 million 

and was tabled by the BOF at the 2/18/16 Tri-Board meeting, but was then before the BOF at 
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another meeting at a lower amount. The Chair explained the BOF scheduled a special meeting. 

The BOF sets their own agenda and created the $5,080,000 resolution, acted upon it and so 

reported the vote in its minutes without explanation. The Town Council has no say in their 

minutes. The Chair conferred with bond counsel and has been advised  the Town Council may 

increase the appropriation and bond authorization to the $7.53 million level per the original bond 

resolution tabled at the Tri-Board meeting on February 18th. The resolution before the Town 

Council was so noticed.  If the council does not act within a certain amount of time after the BOF 

acts, the resolution passes automatically without deliberation by the Town Council. Therefore, we 

must act on this resolution before us. 

 

Moved by LeClair, seconded by Block to restore $75,000 for the Adjacencies Renovations-

Feasibility Study. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 11-5 (AGAINST: London, Thornton, Mecca, Cantafio, Whitmoyer) 

 

Ms. Pires explained for Ms. Cantafio the additional $475,000 for the 2014 paving represents 

additional drainage work necessary. Because they were separate resolutions the funds cannot be 

moved from one to the other, that is why the additional funds are included in this new resolution.  

 

Mr. Costantini moved to deduct $75,000 from the Public Works section of the schedule. Further 

specificity was requested as to what section of the Public Works section. Upon further clarification 

the following motion was made. 

Moved by Costantini, seconded by LeClair to reduce $75,000 Linden Avenue paving. 

 

Mr. London suggested increasing the overall bond by $75,000 instead of deducting. Ms. 

Evangelista suggested reducing the Senior/Community Center & Library Study and Building 

Committee funding. After further discussion by Mr. Block, Mr. Marsilio explained there had been 

1300 bulk waste pick-ups last year and conformed for Mr. Block some roads in Town are 40 years 

old and are at the end of their useful life. 

 

VOTE: Motion FAILED 2-14 (IN FAVOR: LeClair and Costantini) 

 

Moved by Evangelista, seconded by London to reduce the New Senior/Community Center-Design 

by $75,000. 

 

Ms. Thornton stated the Town Council’s Building Committee Rules are very specific. In 

committee she was told this committee was a Study Committee v. a Building Committee. The 

resolution on this agenda pertaining to the committee as written would make the committee a 

Building Committee and questioned this. The Chair explained the committee was to study, item 

#14 of this agenda would authorize the committee to “design and construct”. After further 

discussion, Mr. Costantini stated the language of the resolution is clear, Mr. London suggested item 

#14 be approved prior to this resolution. Mr. Mecca stated after the reductions made there is still 

$175,000 left for the committee to work with.  Mr. Block spoke against reducing this resolution 

any further. 

 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 9-7 (AGAINST: Caron, Pifko, LeClair, Costantini, Schwarz and Block 

 

Ms. Cantafio moved to reduce the LED lighting, Boiler Controls and HVAC items representing 

$137,900 in the 5-Year Plan. Mr. Marsilio explained this was part of the 5-Year Plan, it is a Capital 

item and is not a bonding item.  
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Ms. Cantafio withdrew her motion. Mr. Marsilio explained for Mr. Mecca the RT. 111 and Rails-

to-Trails item is in the planning stages with the State. The town’s contribution is $65,000 and they 

are contemplating a match by the owner. If the owner doesn’t match the funding the project does 

not move forward.  

  

VOTE: ADOPTED as amended unanimously. 

 

Moved by London, seconded by Colucci to pass as emergency resolution due to the work to be 

done at the Indian Ledge playground and the pool at Beach’s Park. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

 

Moved by Evangelista, seconded by Thornton to take item #14 out of order. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 13-3 (AGAINST: Pifko, LeClair and London) 

 

3. RESOLUTION TC26-44: Moved by Evangelista, seconded by Schwartz. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Senior/Community Center & Library Study and Building Committee 

is authorized to design and construct a new Senior /Community Building in the Town of Trumbull. 

 

By unanimous consent the Town Council waived the reading of the committee minutes due to the 

update given at this meeting.  

 

Moved by Block, seconded by Colucci to amend by striking the phrase “and construct”. 

 

Mr. Mecca spoke against allocating funds for a study the public is not asking for. The Chair 

stated based on public input at this meeting there were a number of people who had indicated 

they wanted such a center. Ms. Arnow stated there were 1,100 people who had participated in the 

surveys. Ms. Evangelista stated of the 1,100,  88% did not use the current center. One of those 

who spoke during public comment stated at this meeting the seniors want a renovation. Ms. 

Evangelista suggested more study is needed. Ms. Thornton suggested renovating the existing 

center, there was funding received for a new kitchen. Ms. Arnow explained the funds have been 

set aside for a commercial kitchen, they have been working with the senior commission on this. 

The Chair stated the POCD has identified the community does want a Senior/Community Center. 

It is time to move forward with the design or not. Ms. Evangelista spoke in favor of funding for a 

postcard mailing to all residents 

 

Moved by London, seconded by Block to call the question, (amendment) 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 11-5 (Thornton, Canatfio, Mecca, Whitmoyer and Scinto) 

 

VOTE: ADOPTED as amended 11-5 (Thornton, Canatfio, Mecca, Whitmoyer and Evangelista) 

 

4. RESOLUTION TC26-32: Moved by Caron, seconded by Block 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Trumbull Town Council: That the filing of an application by the 

Town of Trumbull in an amount not to exceed $800,000 is hereby approved, and that the First 

Selectman is hereby authorized and directed to file such Application with the Commissioner of the 

Department of Housing, to provide such additional information, to execute such other documents 

as may be required by the Commissioner, to execute an Assistance Agreement with the State of 

Connecticut for State financial assistance if such an Agreement is offered, to execute any 

amendments, rescissions, and revisions thereto, to carry out approved activities and to act as the 

authorized representative of the Town of Trumbull. (Full Resolution Attached) 
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Committee Report: The R&R Committee met on February 29, 2016 and voted unanimously 

 

Ms. Polansky was present. Mr. London spoke in favor of the much needed upgrade to the housing 

at Stern Village. The heating systems are electric which are very expensive. Ms. Polansky 

confirmed for Ms. Thornton that everyone’s rents are the base rent and those are based on 

income. If the rent does goes up the DOH will give them the difference. Mr. Pifko stated the 

current heating system is expensive; some of the residents are paying as much as $200 per month 

for heat. Ms. Polansky explained for Ms. Cantafio this project is also part of CHFA. 

 

VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

5. RESOLUTION TC26-33: Moved by Scinto, seconded by Kascak. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town of Trumbull hereby endorses a Fair Housing Policy to ensure 

equal opportunity for all persons to rent, purchase, obtain financing and enjoy all other housing-

related services of their choice on a non-discriminatory basis as provided by state and federal law. 

(Full Resolution Attached.) 

 

Committee Report: The R&R Committee met on February 29, 2016 and voted unanimously. 

 

 VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

6. RESOLUTION TC26-37:  Moved Schwartz, seconded by Seidell. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the First Selectman is hereby authorized to execute an application 

along with all necessary Agreements/Contractual documents to the State Department of 

Transportation on behalf of the Town of Trumbull for a grant toward the purchase of a Motor 

Vehicle for Elderly and/or Disabled Persons as part of the Town’s Transportation Program. 

 

Committee Report: The L&A Committee met on March 3, 2016 and voted unanimously.  

 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.  

 

7. RESOLUTION TC25-34: Moved by Block, seconded by LeClair 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That Article III, 

Boards, Commissions, Committees, and Agencies Division 6, Board of Finance of the Trumbull 

Municipal Code is hereby amended to include Section 2-183, Annual Required Contribution 

(ARC) For the Town’s Retirement Plans and the Police Retirement Income Plan.  (Full 

Resolution Attached) 

 

 Committee Report: The L&A Committee met on March 3, 2016 held a Public Hearing  and 

voted 4-1-1 (Against: Whitmoyer) (ABSTENTION: Mecca) 

 

 Ms. Cantafio spoke against enacting this as an ordinance and spoke to the need of a legal 

 opinion.  

 Moved by Cantafio, seconded by Whitmoyer to send back to committee. 

 

 Mr. Costantini stated in committee a lot of time was spent discussing this  resolution, 

 there had been no mention of needing a legal opinion. It is in committee these issues  are 

discussed. If this had been raised in committee a legal opinion could have been  available for this 
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meeting. Ms. Thornton stated the issue came up after committee and  after having spoken with a 

lawyer who raised the issue this resolution goes against the  Charter. Mr. Costantini further 

explained this resolution is the not the same provision  proposed at the last Charter Revision.  

 

VOTE: Motion FAILED 6-10 (IN FAVOR: Thornton, Cantafio, Mecca, Whitmoyer, Evangelista 

and Caron) 

 

Moved by London, seconded by LeClair to call the question. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 15-1 (AGAINST: Block) 

 

Ms. Cantafio requested a roll call vote. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

AYES      NAYS 

Colucci Schwartz   Evangelista Whitmoyer 

Seidell  Block    Mecca   Thornton 

Kascak  Pifko     Cantafio  

Caron   LeClair   London 

 Massaro Costantini   Scinto   

VOTE: ADOPTED10-7 (AGAINST: Evangelista. Mecca, Cantafio, London, Scinto, Whitmoyer 

and Thornton) 

     

 By unanimous consent the Town Council took item #9 out of order.   

 

8. RESOLUTION TC26-39: Moved by Mecca, seconded London  

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Park & Recreation fee schedule is hereby amended. (Fee Schedule 

Attached) 

 

VOTE: ADOPTED 15-1 (AGAINST: Canatfio) 

 

9. RESOLUTION TC25-35: Moved by Colucci, seconded by Kascak  

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That Article III, Boards, Commissions, Committees, and 

Agencies Division 6, Board of Finance of the Trumbull Municipal Code is hereby amended to 

include Section 2-184, Minimum Funding of the Town’s General Fund Balance. (Full Resolution 

Attached) 

 

Committee Report: The L&A Committee met on March 3, 2016 held a Public Hearing and voted 

4-1-1 (Against: Mecca) (ABSTENTION: Whitmoyer) 

 

Mr. Costantini explained for Mr. Whitmoyer being able to go down to 8% is an opt out  provision 

so the Town Council and the BOF by a 2/3 vote of each in case of an emergency would have the 

option. Mr. Whitmoyer disagreed with this but appreciated the response. The Chair stated it is a 

safety mechanism in case of an emergency that was deemed a good cause and would could go 

below the 10%. 

 

Mr. Whitmoyer stated Mr. Herbst has been able to keep the fund balance at 10% and questioned 

why any other future First Selectman would not have the same opportunity to run the Town as 

they see fit. The Chair stated the First Selectman based on conversations with the rating agencies 

these types of ordinances would be looked upon favorably by the rating agencies and would 



Town Council March 7, 2016 Meeting Minutes 7 

hopefully help the Town achieve a AAA rating. The Chair indicated to Ms. Cantafio that the First 

Selectman sponsored the resolution.  

 

VOTE: ADOPTED 9-7 (AGAINST: Thornton, Cantafio, Whitmoyer, Mecca, London, Scinto and 

Evangelista) 

 

10. RESOLUTION TC26-36: London, seconded by Block 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That Chapter 2, Article II, Officers and Employees of the 

Trumbull Municipal Code is hereby amended to include Section 2-56, Pension Recipients, 

Employees and Family members Prohibited From Serving On The Town Pension Board and 

Trumbull Police Commission. (Full Resolution Attached) 

 

Committee Report: Committee Report: The L&A Committee met on March 3, 2016 held a Public 

Hearing and voted to amend unanimously and as amended unanimously. 

 

Mr. Mecca questioned if the phrase “family members” had been defined. The Chair stated the 

phrase is meant to be broad.  

 

Moved by Thornton, seconded by Mecca to amend by striking the phrase “family members” 

VOTE: Motion FAILED 4-12 (IN FAVOR: Thornton, Cantafio, Mecca and Whitmoyer) 

 

Moved by Block, seconded by Whitmoyer to amend by striking the phrase “employees of the 

Town”. Per the Charter it is required to have a Town employee on the board. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 15-0-1 (ABSTENTION: Mecca) 

 

VOTE: ADOPTED as amended 12-4 (AGAINST: Thornton, Cantafio, Mecca and Whitmoyer) 

 

11. RESOLUTION TC26-38: Moved by Pifko, seconded by London 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Health Department fee schedule is hereby amended. (Fee Schedule 

Attached) 

 

Committee Report: The Finance Committee met on February 29, 2016 and voted unanimously to 

substitute the fee schedule with what was distributed in committee and voted unanimously as 

substituted. 

 

Ms. Scwartz explained she had a number of unanswered questions and would need Ms. Capuano 

to address them. Ms. Arnow explained the fees are structured to come close to covering the cost 

of each.  

 

Moved by Schwartz, seconded by Block to send back to committee. 

 

VOTE: 15-1 (AGAINST: London) 

 

12. RESOLUTION TC26-40: Moved by Kascak, seconded by London. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town Attorney and Tax Collector are hereby authorized to 

foreclose real property tax liens on 408 Shelton Road. 

 

Committee Report: The L&A committee met on March 3, 2016 and voted to enter into executive 

session for the purpose of discussing pending litigation and voted unanimously. 
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VOTE: ADOPTED 15-1 (AGAINST: Cantafio) 

 

13. RESOLUTION TC26-41: Moved by Mecca, seconded by London. 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the appointment by the First Selectman of David Molgard of 26 

Longview Road, be and the same is hereby approved as a member of the Golf Commission for a 

term extending to the first Monday of 2018.  

 

Committee Report: The R&R Committee met on February 20, 2016 and voted unanimously. 

 

Moved by London, seconded by Whimoyer to amend by inserting the word December. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 15-1 (AGAINST: Cantafio) 

 

VOTE: ADOPTED as amended 15-1 (AGAINST: Cantafio) 

 

14. RESOLUTION TC26-43: Moved by LeClair, seconded by Block 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the appointment by the First Selectman of Ennio DeVita of 305 

Buckskin Court, be and the same, is hereby approved as a member of the Inland Wetlands & 

Watercourses Commission for a term extending to the first Monday of 2018.  

 

Committee Report: The R&R Committee met on February 20, 2016 and voted unanimously. 

 

Moved by London, seconded by Whitmoyer to amend by inserting the word December. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 15-1 (AGAINST: Cantafio) 

 

VOTE: ADOPTED as amended 15-1 (AGAINST: Cantafio) 

 

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Moved by London, seconded by Thornton to approve the February 1, 2016 meeting minutes as 

presented. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

 

Moved by Cantafio, seconded by Mecca to approve the February 18, 2016 special meeting 

minutes as presented. 

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 15-0-1 (ABSTENTION: London) 

 

There being no further business to discuss the Town Council adjourned by unanimous consent at 

12:09 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Margaret D. Mastroni, Town Council Clerk 
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FULL RESOLUTIONS 

 
RESOLUTION TC26-32: WHEREAS, Federal monies are available under the Connecticut Small Cities 

Community Development Block Grant Program, administered by the State of Connecticut, Department of 

Housing pursuant to Public Law 93 – 3 83, as amended; and,  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 127c, and Part VI of Chapter 130 of the Connecticut General Statutes, the 

Commissioner of Housing is authorized to disburse such Federal monies to local municipalities; and,  

 

WHERAS, it is desirable and in the public interest that the Town of Trumbull make application to the State 

for $800,000 in order to undertake a Small Cities Community Development Program and to execute an 

Assistance Agreement therefore, should one be offered. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Town Council: 

 

1.  That it is cognizant of the conditions and prerequisites for State Assistance imposed by Part VI of 

Chapter 130 of The Connecticut General Statutes; and,  

 

2. That the filing of an application by the Town of Trumbull in an amount not to exceed $800,000 is 

hereby approved, and that the First Selectman is hereby authorized and directed to file such 

Application with the Commissioner of the Department of Housing, to provide such additional 

information, to execute such other documents as may be required by the Commissioner, to execute 

an Assistance Agreement with the State of Connecticut for State financial assistance if such an 

Agreement is offered, to execute any amendments, rescissions, and revisions thereto, to carry out 

approved activities and to act as the authorized representative of the Town of Trumbull. 
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FULL RESOLUTION TC26-34:  

 

ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE FOR PERTAINING TO THE ANNUAL REQUIRED CONTRIBUTION 

(ARC) FOR THE TOWNS RETIREMENT PLANS AND THE POLICE RETIREMENT 

INCOME PLAN 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Trumbull has made great strides to improve its public employee 

pension fund balances by funding the annual required contributions; and 

 

WHEREAS, effective fiscal year 2015-2016, the Town of Trumbull has fully funded the annual 

required contribution (ARC) for the Town’s retirement plan and the Town’s Police retirement 

plan; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Trumbull desires to achieve a AAA credit rating from the financial 

rating agencies which have expressed favorable opinions as to the Town of Trumbull’s pension 

funding and which desire to see that funding maintained; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, That Article III, Section 2-183 is 

enacted as follows: 

 

1. The annual budget adopted for each fiscal year shall, at a minimum fund the actuarial 

required contributions (ARC) for the Town employee retirement plan and the police 

retirement plan; and 

 

2. Said amounts for these actuarial required contributions shall be included in the proposed 

budget submitted by the First Selectman in accordance with Chapter IV, Section I of the 

Trumbull Town Charter and shall also be included in the budget recommended by the 

Board of Finance in accordance with Chapter IV, Section 2 of the Town Charter, and the 

budget adopted by the Trumbull Town Council pursuant to Chapter IV, Section 3 of the 

Trumbull Town Charter; 

 

3. Notwithstanding the funding requirement adopted above, in any fiscal year in which the 

Board of Finance determines that economic circumstances so warrant, 

 

a) The Board of Finance may recommend, by a vote not less than two thirds (2/3) of 

its body, that the budget to be adopted for such fiscal year fund a percentage less 

than (100%) of the ARC for the Town employee retirement plan and police 

retirement plan. 
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b) If a recommendation to fund the pension plans at a percentage less than (100%) of 

the actuarial required contribution is made by the Trumbull Board of Finance or if 

the Board of Finance fails to recommend a budget under Chapter IV of the 

Trumbull Town Charter, then the Trumbull Town Council may adopt, by a vote 

of not less than two thirds (2/3) of its entire body, in the budget adopted for such 

fiscal year, a percentage less than (100%) of the actuarial required contribution 

for the Town employee retirement plan and the police retirement plans, but in no 

event less than the average of contributions of the prior three (3) fiscal years.  

 

c) In the event the Town Council fails to adopt a budget pursuant to Chapter IV of 

the Town Charter or adopts a budget funding less than 100% of the actuarial 

required contributions by a vote of less than two thirds (2/3) of its entire body, 

then the budget so adopted shall be deemed to include 100% of the actuarial 

required contribution for such fiscal year notwithstanding any other vote to the 

contrary. 

 

4. The Town of Trumbull shall review this ordinance every five years from the effective 

adoption date to determine if additional revisions are warranted subject to the present 

fund ratios of each retirement plan at that time. A vote of two thirds (2/3) of its body shall 

be required to modify this ordinance. 
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FULL RESOLUTION TC26-35 

 

ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING MINIMUM FUNDING OF THE TOWN’S  

GENERAL FUND BALANCE 

  

  

WHEREAS, the financial rating agencies have strongly recommended the Town of Trumbull 

maintain its general fund balance at not less than 10% of the Town’s total operating budget; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Town of Trumbull has made great strides to honor the recommendations of the 

financial rating agencies in minimally funding our general fund balance at 10% of our total 

operating budget; and  

  

WHEREAS, the leaders of the Town of Trumbull recognize that for Trumbull to achieve a AAA 

credit rating which will long term reduce cost to the taxpayers and citizens of the Town of 

Trumbull; and 

  

WHEREAS, these controls will provide for strict accounting and budgeting and also discourage 

supplemental appropriations unless absolutely necessary, all in the best financial interest of the 

Town;  

 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED:  The Town of Trumbull shall maintain a minimum 

balance of 10% of its annual operating budget (exclusive of its enterprise funds); provided the 

First Selectman may make the recommendation in a proposed budget that the minimum fund 

balance be reduced below 10%, but in no event below 8% of the general fund balance for good 

cause.     Whether recommended by the First Selectman, or not, any proposal to reduce the fund 

balance below the 10% level shall be subject to approval by a 2/3 affirmative vote of the entire 

Board of Finance and by a vote of a simple majority of the entire Town Council. Rejection by 

the Town Council of the recommendation of the Board of Finance to reduce the fund balance 

below the 10% level shall require a 2/3 vote of the entire membership of the Trumbull Town 

Council.    
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FULL RESOLUTION TC26-36 

 

ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING PENSION RECIPIENTS FROM SERVING ON THE 

TOWN PENSION BOARD AND THE TRUMBULL POLICE COMMISSION 

 

WHEREAS, The Town of Trumbull has made great strides to improve its public employee 

pension funding; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Trumbull Pension Board is responsible for the Town pension fund and the 

Trumbull Police Pension Board is responsible for the pension fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, All six members of the Police Commission are members of the Police Pension 

Board; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Town of Trumbull is acutely sensitive to appearance of conflicts of interest; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, all Town of Trumbull Pension 

Recipients, and their respective family members are prohibited from serving on the Town 

Pension Board, and; 

 

Trumbull police pension recipients, police officers, employees of the Trumbull Police 

Department and their family members are prohibited from serving on the Trumbull Police 

Commission. 

 

No persons may suspend, waive, defer, disclaim or forfeit their pension benefits to serve or 

permit their family members to serve on the Town Pension Board or the Police Commission. 
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 RESOLUTION TC26-33: BE IT RESOLVED: Whereas,   All persons are afforded a right to full 

and equal housing opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice; and  

 
     Whereas, Federal fair housing laws require that all individuals, regardless of race, color, 

religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, be given equal access to all housing-
related opportunities, including rental and homeownership opportunities, and be allowed to make 

free choices regarding housing location; and 
 

  Whereas, Connecticut fair housing laws require that all individuals, regardless of race, 

creed, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, marital status, age, lawful source of income, familial 
status, learning disability, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity or 

expression be given equal access to all housing-related opportunities, including rental and home 
ownership opportunities, and be allowed to make free choices regarding housing location; and 

 

   Whereas, The Town of Trumbull is committed to upholding these laws, and 
realizes that these laws must be supplemented by an Affirmative Statement publicly endorsing 

the right of all people to full and equal housing opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice. 

                       
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town of Trumbull hereby endorses a Fair 

Housing Policy to ensure equal opportunity for all persons to rent, purchase, obtain financing and 
enjoy all other housing-related services of their choice on a non-discriminatory basis as provided 

by state and federal law; and   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Timothy M. Herbst,  First Selectman of the Town of Trumbull,  
or his/her designated representative is responsible for responding to and assisting any person 

who alleges to be the victim of an illegal discriminatory housing practice in the Town of Trumbull 
and for advising such person of the right to file a complaint with the State of Connecticut 

Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO) or the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) or to seek assistance from the CT Fair Housing Center, legal services, 
or other fair housing organizations to protect his or her right to equal housing opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Town Council March 7, 2016 Meeting Minutes 15 

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

1. Kevin Downs of 702 Orchard Street asked for clarification on Island Brook Park(IBP) 

no longer being considered and that this would not be revisited. 

2. Lenny Kerr of 39 Bonita Avenue spoke in favor of IBP not being considered. 

3. Susan Nolan of 5346 Main Street extended her gratitude for the committee’s and the 

Town Council’s time and service. She feels strongly about not using open space and 

challenged the committee to try to repurpose an existing Senior Center. Ms. Nolan 

extended her gratitude for no longer considering IBP . 

4. Eric Larson of 30 Grove Street is happy IBP is not going to happen and hopes the 

committee does not revisit this site. The Senior Center is a good idea, but the future 

use of IBP should be a park.  

5. Fred Held of 604 Orchard Street thanked the councilmEn who came to the park on 

Sunday and all who worked towards this resolution. 

6. Veronica Lenzen of 52 Woodhaven Drive asked for the funding for the Indian Ledge 

playground be approved. 

7. Kerry Malzewski of 163 Blackhouse Road thanked the committee for taking IBP off 

the table and questioned funding the committee as she is not sure what the community 

wants in a Center.  

8. Henry Yaglowski of 64 Columbine Drive spoke to fiscal conservativeness and stated 

that no one wants brick and mortar in the parks and wants to be sure we can afford 

this. This should wait until some existing bonding is eliminated. Right now there is 

too much bonding. 

9. Lanie McHugh of 132 Fresh Meadow View stated the CIP resolution at the Tri-Board 

meeting was tabled by the BOF which then reduced it by $2 million on their last 

agenda. In her opinion, the BOF did not act correctly. The Town Council should sent 

this resolution back to the Board of Finance. 

10. Cindy Katske of 129 Meadow View Drive suggested the Community/Senior/Library 

was not following building committee rules, this is only the committee’s 2nd report in 

a year. She suggested spending money upfront for the postcard mailings and using the 

Town robo calls. More needs to be with regard to the surveys and believes the  

project should be tabled to gather more information. 

11. Liz Jones of 9 Pinehurst Street – No longer present at the meeting. 

12. Patricia Yaglowski of 5324 Main Street a 1988 graduate of THS . She is relieved IBP 

will no longer be considered a site for a Center and prays they don’t hear from of any 

building in a park. We have enviable parks and a prominent Trumbull center and 

asked the Building Committee to never use any of the parks.   

13. Jose Sendra of 5324 Main Street asked for respect for those of us who came before, 

the parks in Town are a jewel. 

14. Mark Silverman of 610 Garden Street has lived at the corner of Garden and Wilmot 

for 40 years, the children run through the park, streams and get all muddy, he spoke 

to how nice this is and asked the park not be taken away from the kids. 
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15. Darren Francis of 11 Rangely Drive extended his gratitude for taking this site off the 

table but noted it should have never have been there and spoke to fixing the existing 

facilities in Town first and to discuss thoroughly  a state of the art community center. 

16. Vicki Tesoro of 133 Beechwood Avenue thanked all the people present at this 

meeting for coming out. The Committee needs to continue to survey and spoke to the 

next site selection and that there should be a postcard sent to very household by mail. 

Ms. Tesoro spoke to item #5 on the agenda. The Town and Police pensions had been 

underfunded for a period. First Selectman Halaby began the process, First Selectman 

Baldwin continues and First Selectman Herbst has stayed true to properly funding the 

pensions. This should not be mandated by either the Charter or by an ordinance. In 

2014 the proposal to add this to the Charter but was voted down and so should the 

Town Council. The vote by district was submitted for the record. (attached). 

17. Joe Lagano of 646 Garden Street had left the meeting. 

18. Casey Masazita of 35 Hillside Avenue stated she did not understand and assumes it is 

easier to fix the existing center than build a new, we do not need a community center 

since we have parks. 

19. Chris Lehaney of 53 McArthur stated the committee should have utilized the people 

downstairs they knew this was a 100-year flood zone area, this could have been 

avoided. 

20. George Hess of 44 Regina Street is a Little League Board member and understands 

the amount of time a volunteer puts in to serve our Town and appreciates this site was 

taken off the list. The Chair extended his gratitude to Mr. Hess for serving this Town. 

21. Andrew Scott of 115 Garwood Road asked that whether a community center to please 

not touch the parks, this is where he grew up. 

22. George Boland of 32 Blue Ridge Drive has been resident for 6 years and is relieved 

the park is off the list. He is involved in the Trumbull Little League Unity Park is the 

envy of surrounding towns, there are not a lot of practice fields and Island Brook Park 

is an important field for practices. There were inflammatory comments made 

regarding social media and explained that is a way he is informed. He couldn’t figure 

this out and cautioned having a construction site happening while children used the 

fields and noted there would be senior drivers. 

23. Matthew and Pamela Sukzicki of 35 Grove Street are new residents and chose Island 

Brook area and thanked the committee for the amount of work they have done. 

24. James Geisler of 23 Wilmot Avenue who lives at the intersection to the park. Other 

parks and recreation areas are at risk.  

25. Tony D’Aquila of 29 Valley View stated the Study Committee   made the site 

selection February and had been made aware of the fact that two other building 

committees knew these site conditions existed, this committee failed to do their due 

diligence. The Wagner Tree Farm is an ideal location. He alleged the survey was 

flawed due to an anomaly in that there were 200 responses from the same IP. address. 

The surveys were not professionally prepared and should have been sent to all 

households. This should go to P&Z in order to give the public the option to appeal to 

the Superior Court. 

26. Steve Finger of 21 Brookhedge the VP of Little League is very concerned with any  

potential of losing the parks. 
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27. Greg McDonald of 57 Raven Road VP of Trumbull Little league asked that whenever 

any committee is considering parks and/or fields to please reach out to them first. 

They were not aware of this and had not been consulted but to please do so in the 

future. 

28. Kevin Thorrault of 42 Colony Ave was not present to speak. 

29. Angelo Degruttala of 151 Broadway is glad to see IBP is off the table and spoke in 

favor of reinstating the funds for the playground at Indian Ledge and would rather see 

the Town fix what is here. 

30. Cathleen Kosak of 59 Brookside Drive says to believe none of what you hear and half 

of what you see. She is physical therapist and works with the elderly. The seniors do 

not want a new center and suggested to resurvey the people. A community Center 

would be more beneficial and spoke on behalf of a new pool, which would benefit the 

children in Pisces, the seniors and the community as a whole. 

31. Dana Misner of 73 Stoneleigh stated their time at this meeting was wasted. She is 

disappointed and there was a lot of angst stirred up. If this is going to continue she 

requested that they don’t waste their time again. She spoke in favor of investing in 

what we already have, the committee needs better direction and to resurvey the 

community. 

32. John Napolitano of 21 Country Club Road was not present to speak. 

33. Roy Molgard of 8 Limerick Road stated he and his wife use the Senior Center and 

99% of those seniors who do use the senior center do not want a new center. They 

want the state grant money to fix it up. There is another account with $50,000 

available for instructors and fix things up but is being held back. He loves the senior 

center. 

34. Cindy Penkoff of 101 Columbine Drive and spoke in favor of fixing the Indian Ledge 

Park playground. There has been discussion about the Senior Center for 7 years, with 

grant monies and committees and stated that the public sat here for 50 minutes. The 

announcement regarding the site selection could have been announced earlier. 

Funding to the ARC item on the agenda - this could not be mandated by Charter and 

has already been said no to once. 

35. Rob Todisco of 77 Woodhaven Drive spoke in favor of reconstructing the playground 

at Indian Ledge Park. 
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