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JULY 7, 2014
MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Carl A. Massaro, Jr. called the regular meeting to order at
8:08 p.m. at the Trumbull Town Hall. All present joined in a moment of silence and the
Pledge of Allegiance.

The clerk called the roll and recorded it as follows:

PRESENT: Daniel Marconi Joseph G. Pitko Tony J. Scinto
Vincent DiMasi, Jr.  Vicki Tesoro Edna Colucci
Mark S. LeClair Ennio DeVita Bethany Llodra Gilman

Cynthia L. Penkoff  Enrico R. Costantini Kenneth M. Martin, Sr.
Carl A. Massaro, Jr. Michael J. London  Ann Marie Evangelista
Donna Seidell

ABSENT: Suzanne S. Testani, James P. Blose, Patrick Helfrich, Lori Rosasco Schwartz and
Thomas Christiano

By unanimous consent RESOLUTION TC25-104 was taken out of order.

1. RESOLUTION TC25-104: Moved by Mr. DeVita, seconded by Mr. Marconi.
BE IT RESOLVED, That Donna Secidell of 182 Old Dike Road, be and the same is
hereby approved as the District 1 Town Council representative for a term extending
to December 7, 2015.
Republicans only voted.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.

First Selectman Herbst swore Ms. Seidell in.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Moved by Mr. LeClair, seconded by Ms. Llodra

Gilman to approve the June 2, 2014 regular meeting minutes as submitted.
VOTE: motion CARRIED unanimously.




Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Mr. Pitko to approve the June 12, 2014 special
meeting minutes as submitted.
VOTE: motion CARRIED unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT: (Public Comment Attached)

The Chair OPENED the Charter Public Hearing at 8:22 p.m.
There were 4 people present to speak. (Public Comment Attached)
First Selectman Herbst left the meeting at 8:43 p.m.

The Chair CLOSED the Public Hearing at 8:52 p.m.

. RESOLUTION TC25-73: WITHDRAWN

. RESOLUTION TC25-82: HELD IN COMMITTEE

Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Ms. Tesoro to take item #18 out of order.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.

. RESOLUTION TC25-106: Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Ms. Llodra Gilman.
BE IT RESOLVED, That the Trumbull Public Schools Employee Health Benefits
Plan Self Insurance Fund Reserve Policy agreement between the Town of Trumbull
and the Board of Education through June 30, 2015 is hereby approved.

COMMITTEE REPORT: The Finance Committee met on July 2, 2014 and voted
unanimously.

VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously.

Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Mr. DeVita to take Item #15 out of order.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.

. RESOLUTION TC25-103: Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Mr. Marconi.
BE IT RESOLVED, That $1,120,000 is hereby appropriated from WPCA 20-315200
to WPCA 20100000-522204 Services and Fees Contractual.

COMMITTEE REPORT: The Finance Committee met on July 2, 2014 and voted
unanimously.

VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously.
Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Mr. Pifko to pass as Emergency Legislation.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.

Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Ms. Llodra Gilman to take Item #14 out of
order. VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.



6. RESOLUTION TC25-102: Moved by Ms. Colucci, seconded by Ms. Llodra Gilman.
BE IT RESOLVED, That $11,060 is hereby appropriated from the Fund Balance to
Ethics Commission 01010200-522202 Services and Fees Professional.

Ms. Tesoro spoke against the resolution noting that this cost should be covered by the

retainer.
COMMITTEE REPORT: The Finance Committee met on July 2, 2014 and voted
unanimously.

VOTE: Adopted 14-1 (AGAINST: Tesoro)

Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Ms. Llodra Gilman to take Item #8 out of order.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.

7. RESOLUTION TC25-96: Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Mr. Constantini.
BE IT RESOLVED, That the funding for a labor agreement between the Town of
Trumbull and AFSCME Local 1303-33 (DPW) beginning July 1, 2012 and ending
June 30, 2016 is hereby approved.

COMMITTEE REPORT: The L&A Committee met on June 30, 2014 and voted
unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. LeClair to amend by adding the
phrase, “conditional upon union ratification” after the last word approved.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.

VOTE: ADOPTED as AMENDED unanimously.

Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Ms. Llodra Gilman to take Item #7 out of order.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.

8. RESOLUTION TC25-95: Moved by Mr. Pitko, seconded by Mr. London.
BE IT RESOLVED, WHEREAS, The Town of Trumbull has developed and received
conditional approval from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
its Hazard Mitigation Plan under the requirements of 44 CFR 201.6; and

WHEREAS, adoption of this Plan will make the Town of Trumbull eligible for
funding to alleviate the impacts of future hazards; now therefore be it.

(Full Resolution Attached)

COMMITTEE REPORT: The L&A Committee met on June 30, 2014 and voted
unanimously.

VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously.

9. RESOLUTION TC25-92: Moved by Mr. DiMasi, seconded Ms. Llodra Gilman.



BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town Council of the Town of Trumbull hereby
approves as amended proposals for a revision of the Charter of the Town, as provided
and permitted by the Connecticut General Statutes Section 7-191 and the Charter of
the Town of Trumbull: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the questions of having a general Charter
revision shall be submitted to the electors of the Town of Trumbull for adoption or
rejection at the state and federal election scheduled for the 4™ day of November, A.D.
2014; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and
directed to give such notice as required by law of such ballot questions at the state
and federalelection and of the registration of electors entitled to participate therein.

COMMITTEE REPORT: The L&A Committee met on June 30, 2014 and voted 4-1
(AGAINST: Marconi).

(Mr. Scinto left the meeting at 9:09 p.m.) (Mr. Scinto returned to the meeting at 9:10
p.m.)

The Chair called a RECESS at 9:12 p.m.

The Chair called the meeting BACK TO ORDER at 9:14 p.m.

The Chair extended his gratitude to the Charter Revision Commission for their
persistent effort. The commission provided quality provisions. Suzanne Burr Monaco,
served as Chairman, Attorney Daniel Portanova was Vice Chairman, Attorney Adam
Maiocco, was Secretary, Ken Martin, Jr. and Daniel Shamas were members. Barbara
Schellenberg, Attorney served as counsel for the commission. They served dutifully
every Tuesday during this 90-day period. Passage of this resolution requires a
majority vote of the entire Town Council, (11 votes to pass). The Town Council
cannot modify the language of a particular proposal. The council may accept or

reject the entire report or it may reject one or more of the individual proposals.

There are three parts of this resolution they are as follows;

1. Consideration of the Final Report;

2. Development of the ballot questions; and

3. Direction to the Town Clerk to put the questions on the ballot with explanatory
text.

The language will be developed after the vote.

Moved by Ms. Penkoft, seconded by Mr. London to reject the following Charter of

the Town of Trumbull provisions:

»  Chapter I, Section 1. Executive Branch. Office of First Selectman; Election and
Qualifications. (p. 12)

» Chapter 11, Section 3A. Executive Branch. Absence, Disability, Vacancy, etc.

(p- 13)



* Chapter III, Section 3C. Executive Branch. Absence, Disability, Vacancy, etc.

(p. 14)
»  Chapter I1I, Section 6D. Executive Branch. Department of Finance. Treasurer.

(p. 18)

= Chapter III, Section 7. Executive Branch. Town Clerk. (pp. 24-25)

»  Chapter VII, Section 3A. Boards and Commissions. Board of Education.
Composition and election. (pp. 47-48)

» Chapter VIL Section 3C. Boards and Commissions. Board of Education.
Transition Election (p. 48)

= Chapter VII, Section 3D. Boards and Commissions. Board of Education.
Powers and duties.

Ms. Penkoff explained this rejection represents the 4-year terms, succession and the
change in the BOE. At the March 3, 2014 Town Council meeting the Charter
Revision resolution was adopted. The Town Council was told the revision would
encompass funding the pension to the ARC, housekeeping issues and the Ethics
Commission. It would be a targeted and narrow scope revision. Ms. Penkoff
explained charter proposals should change a provision to fix something or make it
better and questioned whether there was a problem with succession. A 4-year term
could be damaging. The last BOE change has not taken its full effect yet.

Mr. London stated he objects to a 4-year term for the First Selectman and keeping the
council at a 2-year term. The Town has low voter turnout and voiced his concern over
voter turnout at an election without the top ticket. Some people will suggest letting
the voters decide. No voter has come to him and said they wanted a 4-year term. Most
do not. Mr. London spoke in favor of funding to the ARC and all of the
housekeeping issues.

Mr. DeVita spoke in favor of letting the voters decide on the 4-year term question.

Mr. Martin spoke against the motion noting that the 4-year term is important as it
allows for time to grasp management of the community. He has heard people say they
are tired of the campaigning every two years.

Ms. Evangelista spoke in favor of the motion. The revision was supposed to be
focused and narrow in scope. The two year term holds people accountable.

Ms. Tesoro stated she had reviewed the previous Charter Revision minutes. This
question had not come three times; in 2003 it never went to the council, in 2011 it did
but did not pass and questioned the change. The people spoke 3 years ago.

Mr. Marconi spoke in favor of the motion and of the comments of the speaker from
the public, Mr. D’Aquilla. The people should have input and questioned how the
people will be made aware; will a certain percentage of voter turnouts be required?
The Chair explained the Charter Revision State Statute to the council. The statute



requires the Town Clerk to provide explanatory text to the voters. The Town Council
has the obligation to publish revisions and the proposed new Charter within 30 days.
The State Statute works on calendar days. The Chair expects the explanatory text
will be clear.

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 12-3 (AGAINST: Constantini, Martin and DeVita).

Ms. Tesoro suggested returning Chapter IV, Section 6. Adopting the Annual Budget.
Funding Pension Plans (NEW SECTION) (Should also be added to the Table of
Contents) (p. 41) to the commission for further study. The Chair explained that is not
possible after the commission submits the Final Draft per statute the commission is
finished. Ms. Tesoro withdrew her motion.

Moved by Ms. Tesoro, seconded by Mr. Marconi to reject Chapter IV, Section 6.
Adopting the Annual Budget. Funding Pension Plans (NEW SECTION) (Should also
be added to the Table of Contents) (p. 41)

Ms. Tesoro stated the comments made by First Selectman Herbst with regard to
“kicking the can down the road” were disingenuous. First Selectmen Halaby, Baldwin
and Herbst have all worked towards fully funding the pension. Ms. Tesoro reviewed
with the council a schedule of the funding. (See Attached). If this policy were in place
Mr. Herbst would have to find $4+ million in his first term to fund the plan and
questioned how and where he would have found the funding.

Mr. London stated the provision prevents the Town from going backwards, he has
seen previous administrations underfund the pension plan to maintain spending in
other parts of the budget. He spoke against going backwards and having to bond the
pension plan. This provision does have opt-out language. The Town must maintain
fiscal conservatism.

Mr. Constantini stated the Town pension has been fully funded and the police pension
has been getting closer to the fully funded since 2009. Mr. Constantini spoke in favor
of giving this question to the voters. The Town has made significant progress in
funding the pension plans.

Ms. Evangelista stated this does not have to be in the Charter, First Selectman Herbst
has done the right thing and believes other people can too. Ms. Evangelista spoke
against mandating funding the ARC.

Ms. Penkoff stated her motion was her own compromise, she believes behavior
should not be mandated. They told the voters on March 3™ we would bring them this

question.

Mr. Scinto spoke against losing tlexibility.



Ms. Tesoro stated there are other ways to fund the ARC, people are elected and
trusted to do so. She spoke in favor of to the ARC but spoke against the provision in
the Charter of the Town of Trumbull. If this provision were an ordinance it could be
amended.

Mr. Piftko spoke in favor of funding to the ARC. Trumbull should not be like other
cities and towns or the State and should pay its bills. This provision takes the politics
out of funding the pension and if there is an emergency there is an opt-out provision.

VOTE: Motion FAILED 4-11 (IN FAVOR: Tesoro, Evangelista, Marconi and Scinto)

Moved by Ms. Tesoro, seconded by Mr. Martin to reject the Chapter VII, Section
17D. Boards and Commissions. Ethics Commission. Procedure. (p. 64-65)
provision.

Ms. Tesoro stated the Code of Ethics needs to be updated.

Mr. London spoke in favor of protecting the whistle blower. The Code of Ethics
needs to be revised but can be done separately and spoke in favor of removing the
language in the Charter first then the Code of Ethics can be reviewed at leisure.

Ms. Penkoff spoke in favor of the provision deleting the section.
VOTE: Motion FAILS 3-12 (IN FAVOR: Tesoro, Marconi and Martin)

Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Ms. Penkoff that the following questions of
having a general Charter revision shall be submitted to the electors of the Town of
Trumbull for adoption or rejection at the state and federal election scheduled for the
4™ day of November, A.D. 2014:

Shall there be a general revision of the Charter of the Town of Trumbull?

Shall there be a revision of the Charter of the Town of Trumbull to provide for the
funding of its pension plans for Town employees and police in the annual budget to
the annually required contribution (ARC) amounts as determined by the Towns
actuaries?

Ms. Tesoro called Point of Order suggesting a third question. The Chair stated the
first two questions should be voted on first a third question can be considered
separately.

VOTE: Motion CARRIED 12-3 (AGAINST: Tesoro, Scinto and Marconi)

Moved by Ms. Tesoro to add a 3™ question to read as follows:



10.

11.

12.

Shall there be a general revision of the Charter of the Town of Trumbull that would
delete Chapter VII, Section 17D. Boards and Commissions. Ethics Commission.
Procedure. (p. 64-65)?

After discussion of possibly removing only a portion of the Section D, the Chair
stated it is one provision and it is not possible to only change a portion of the
provision. Mr. Constantini agreed.

VOTE: Motion FAILED 3-11-1 (IN FAVOR: Tesoro and Martin) (ABSTENTION:
Llodra Gilman)

*The Chair voted.
VOTE: ADOPTED as amended 12-4 (AGAINST: Tesoro, Marconi, Martin and
Scinto)

(Mr. Scinto left the meeting at 10:17 p.m. and Mr. DiMasi left the meeting at 10:18
p.m.) (Mr. Scinto returned to the meeting at 10:18 p.m.)

RESOLUTION TC25-91: HELD IN COMMITTEE

RESOLUTION TC25-93: Moved by Mr. Martin, seconded by Mr. LeClair.

BE IT RESOLVED, That the First Selectman is hereby authorized to accept on behalf
of the Town of Trumbull, a 2014 State of Connecticut STEAP Grant in the amount of
$226,000 to undertake renovations to the Mary J. Sherlach Counseling Center; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that First Selectman is hereby authorized to enter
into and execute any and all agreements, contracts and documents necessary to obtain
and administer the aforementioned 2014 STEAP Grant.

VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously. (Mr. DiMasi was not present to vote)
Moved by Mr. Marconi, seconded by Ms. Colucci to pass as Emergency Legislation.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously. (Mr. DiMasi was not present to vote)

COMMITTEE REPORT: The L&A Committee met on June 30, 2014 and voted
unanimously.

Mr. DiMasi returned to the meeting at 10:22 p.m.
RESOLUTION TC25-94: Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Mr. LeClair to

postpone to the regular August meeting.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.

Moved by Mr. London, seconded by Mr. Scinto to take Item #17 out of order.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED 14-1 (AGAINST: Evangelista)



13.

14.

15.

16.

RESOLUTION TC25-105: Moved by Ms. Llodra Gilman, seconded by Mr. LeClair.
BE IT RESOLVED, That the First Selectman is hereby authorized to sign and
execute FEMA grant documents on behalf of the Town of Trumbull for the purchase
of (two) ALS cardiac monitors. (Emergency Legislation Requested)

COMMITTEE REPORT: The L&A Committee met on June 30, 2014 and voted
unanimously.

VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously.
Moved by Ms. Tesoro, seconded by Mr. London to pass as Emergency Legislation.
VOTE: Motion CARRIED unanimously.

Mr. London recused himself from the remaining items on the agenda due to the fact
that he has conducted business with Antonozzi Associates. Mr. London left the
meeting at 10:26 p.m.

RESOLUTION TC25-97: Moved by Mr. DiMasi, seconded by Mr. Marconi.
BE IT RESOLVED, That the Middlebrooks’ Building Committee’s design
recommendation for the Middle brooks Elementary School window replacement
project is hereby approved.

COMMITTEE REPORT: The Public Works Committee met on July 2, 2014. There
was not a quorum.

VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously.

RESOLUTION T(C25-98: Moved by Mr. Evangelista, seconded by Mr. LeClair.

BE IT RESOLVED, That Antinozzi Associates, be and the same is hereby approved
as the architect for the window replacement project at Middlebrooks Elementary
School.

COMMITTEE REPORT: The Public Works Committee met on July 2, 2014. There
was not a quorum.

VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously.

RESOLUTION TC25-99: Moved by Mr. Constantini, seconded by Mr. Marconi.

BE IT RESOLVED, That Antinozzi Associates, be and the same is hereby approved
as the architect for the design of the emergency shelter generator at Trumbull High
School.

COMMITTEE REPORT: The Public Works Committee met on July 2, 2014. There
was not a quorum.



VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously.

17. RESOLUTION TC25-100: moved by Mr. Evangelista, seconded by Mr. LeClair.
BE IT RESOLVED, That Bismark Construction, be and the same is hereby approved
as the contractor for the emergency shelter generator project at Trumbull High
School.

COMMITTEE REPORT: The Public Works Committee met on July 2, 2014. There
was not a quorum.

VOTE: ADOPTED unanimously.
18. RESOLUTION TC25-101: WITHDRAWN
There bring no further business to discuss and upon motion made by Ms. Colucci, seconded
by Mr. Marconi the Trumbull Town Council adjourned by unanimous consent at 10:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. Mastroni,
Town Council Clerk
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FULL RESOLUTION TC25-95:

RESOLUTION TC25-95: BE IT RESOLVED, WHEREAS, the Town of Trumbull has
historically experienced severe damage from natural hazards and it continues to be
vulnerable to the effects of - only those natural hazards profiled in the plan (i.e. flooding,
thunderstorm, high wind, winter storms, earthquakes, and dam failure), resulting in loss of
property and life, economic hardship, and threats to public health and safety; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Trumbull has developed and received conditional approval
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for its Hazard Mitigation Plan
under the requirements of 44 CFR 201.6; and

WHEREAS, public and committee meetings were held between September 17, 2013
and July 7, 2014 regarding the development and review of the Natural Hazard Mitigation
Plan ; and

WHEREAS, the Plan specifically addresses hazard mitigation strategies and Plan
maintenance procedure for the Town of Trumbull and

WHEREAS, the Plan recommends several hazard mitigation actions/projects that will
provide mitigation for specific natural hazards that impact the Town of Trumbull, with the
effect of protecting people and property from loss associated with those hazards; and

WHEREAS, adoption of this Plan will make the Town of Trumbull eligible for funding
to alleviate the impacts of future hazards;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council:
1. The Plan is hereby adopted as an official plan of the Town of Trumbull

2. The respective officials identified in the mitigation strategy of the Plan are hereby directed to
pursue implementation of the recommended actions assigned to them;

3. Future revisions and Plan maintenance required by 44 CFR 201.6 and FEMA are hereby
adopted as a part of this resolution for a period of five (5) years from the date of this
resolution.

4. An annual report on the progress of the implementation elements of the Plan shall be
presented to the Town of Trumbull by the Greater Bridgeport Regional Council

11



PUBLIC COMMENT from the Agenda:

1.

First Selectman Timothy Herbst was present and indicated Item #4 of the agenda was not
going to be taken up at this meeting. The Street Excavation Ordinance, is needed because
there have been on-going issues with the utilities. This will set clear standards. There has
been considerable discussion in committee with regard to the billboards on Main Street.
They have been eyesore and a source of complaints for 30 years. First Selectman Herbst
requested if council members have any questions with regard to agenda items to request
the information prior to the committee meeting so people can be prepared with data for
the committee meeting. If the questions are known in advance they will be able to
properly address any questions in committee. First Selectman Herbst asked that Item #5,
RESOLUTION TC25-93 be approved; this grant is a model for the State and also
requested that the council consider emergency legislation for this item. Item #14
represents a supplemental for the Ethics Commission legal fees incurred that were
necessary for their defense.

Mr. Tony D’Aquilla of 29 Valley View Road was present and noted that the L&A public
hearing was cancelled and spoke against cancelling any public hearing. Mr. D’Aquilla
spoke in favor of holding all public hearings at the full Town Council meetings. The
Chair explained the L&A public hearing notice could not be legally held because the
notice had been defective. Public Hearings are always held if properly noticed.

12



CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF TRUMBULL
PUBLIC HEARING
COMMENTS

Charter of the Town of Trumbull Public Hearing Comments:

1.

Mr. Russell Friedson of 30 Dogwood Lane was present and stated that Trumbull has the
best First Selectman, Town Treasurer and Town Clerk in the State and noted that
Trumbull may not have that forever. Towns that have 4-year terms see taxes increase in
the first two years and not in the last two years. The last Charter Revision Commission
discussed the 4-year term at length and came to the conclusion not to recommend it. If
the 4-year term is looked at again he suggested that the counter provisions which provide
protection for the current two-year term also be looked at. The previous Charter Revision
Commission discussed the BOE terms at length and suggested if the 2-year terms are kept
it is critical that no term is staggered otherwise it would provide for essentially allowing
the parties to nominate someone and that person would be guaranteed to be elected.

April Lang of 5584 Main Street was present and stated she was concerned with the
provision for when the First Selectman vacates and the Town Council would have
selected the person to fill in by their vote.

First Selectman Herbst spoke in favor of the people having the right to vote. Any time a
change is made ultimately the voters are the decision makers. The Town pension fund as
always been the Achilles heel. When he came into office it was funded at 27% on the
Town side and was at risk of downgrading the Town’s bond rating. First Selectman
Herbst spoke in favor of funding the ARC and stated that it is critical for the Town’s
financial health. The Charter Revision Commission worked together and forged a
compromise. The two parties should work together if they are going to opt-out of funding
to the ARC. The Ethics Commission Chairman recommended the provision of deleting
the Section D of the Ethic Commission. The Municipal Code codifies the Ethics
Commission. There has been inconsistency with the Code of Ethics and the Charter, The
Code of Ethics has not been revised since 1989 which is the reason for so much of the
discussion on this matter. At the State and Federal level the whistle blower is protected
and can report without fear of reprisal. People should not be prevented from being able to
report anonymously. First Selectman Herbst spoke in favor of deleting the section and
revising the Code of Ethics. First Selectman Herbst spoke against the BOE 2-year term,
the board needs continuity. First Selectman Herbst has mixed feelings regarding the 4-
year term at the First Selectman level. It is possible the Town could get caught with a bad
apple, on the other hand the 4-year term provides for continuity with regard to
department heads. There are Towns where the 4-year term works and where it does not.
This is a question which should be voted for/or against by the voters. First Selectman
Herbst extended his gratitude to the Charter Revision Commission for their hard work.
They set a standard and benchmark that everyone should follow.
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4. Tony D’Aquilla of 29 Valley View Road was present and stated that there are 17 changes
to the Charter proposed and has concerns with 4 of the 17. There is a provision to change
terms to 4 years in 3 separate areas. A 2-year terms creates for more accountability which
is important. The 4-year term places the voters at a disadvantage. Another concern is with
regard to fully finding Town pension to the ARC. It is expected that there is 7.5% return
on the assets. This provision states that the Town officials are not trusted. The pension for
the last 30 years has not been fully funded and there has never really been a problem until
the most recent recession. An actuarial request for the Charter Revision Commission was
denied, only the Director of Finance and Town Treasurer had input. The Charter Revision
Commission made this decision with limited data and their time limit imposed was too
constrained. Mr. D’ Aquila spoke in favor of letting the people decide. The voters must be
educated on the proposed revisions, in 1991, 2003 & 2011 there was not enough
education provided by the previous commissions.
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